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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Hello and welcome! My name is Victoria and I am one of the ESA+ Scholarship Specialists with NCSEAA. The purpose of this webinar is to let you know the timeline regarding updating your student’s documentation of a disability with SEAA.
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*Pay attention to the year (not the month or day).

1. Add 3 to the year. 
• If the current date is 2023: 2023 + 3 = 2026
• Your student's documentation is valid through 2026.

2. Start the re-evaluation process in the spring of 2026. 

3. As of January 1, 2027, the documentation is outdated, the 
student is no longer eligible for ESA+ funds and will be 
removed from the program. 

What is your student’ s current 

documentation date?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
​As a reminder, families must provide a re-evaluation of their student’s disability every three years to remain eligible to receive the ESA+ scholarship. The three-year cycle begins with the date, specifically the year, of the most recent Eligibility Determination date on file with SEAA. 
For example, if our records show the date that we have on file for your student’s evaluation is 2023, you should begin the re-evaluation process in the spring of 2026 to allow enough time to complete, obtain and submit the appropriate documentation. The deadline to submit the required Continuing Eligibility documentation is January 1, 2027 for those who have a 2023 evaluation date.
To determine if your student’s re-evaluation date is approaching, find your student’s current documentation of a disability, either the IEP Eligibility Determination Form or Continuing Eligibility Form. On the last page of the IEP Eligibility Determination there should be a list of people who attended the meeting and the date. Find the date of the meeting in the “Date” column and add three to the year. On the Continuing Eligibility Form, find the date the psychologist or psychiatrist signed the form and add three to the year. 
You will receive monthly email reminders in MyPortal when it is time to complete the re-evaluation so be sure to monitor your account.


​
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Option 1:
Eligibility Determination from a 
North Carolina public school IEP team

• Contact your local public school
• Request a re-evaluation
• A full IEP is not required
• Seek an updated Eligibility Determination 
• View a sample Eligibility Determination 

document here

Option 2*:
Continuing Eligibility form 

• Signed by a North Carolina licensed 
psychiatrist OR by a North Carolina 
licensed psychologist with a school 
psychology focus

• This form can be found on our website

*Exceptions:
• Change in disability 
• Developmental Delay

Continuing Eligibility:  How ?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If your student is due for updated Continuing Eligibility, you will have two options: a Public School Eligibility Determination or a Psychologist Assessment.
Option #1 is a Public School Eligibility Determination. You will request a re-evaluation from the public school where your student is assigned. Submit an updated Eligibility Determination issued by the school’s IEP team. We do not need the full IEP document. The pages needed to determine eligibility are titled Eligibility Determination and have four sections all labeled with roman numerals. Each section must have “yes” responses to all of the questions.  If you need help initiating this process, you can contact the Exceptional Children’s Assistance Center (ECAC). I’ll provide their contact information at the end.

Option #2 is a Psychologist Assessment. You will arrange for an active North Carolina Licensed Psychologist or North Carolina Licensed Psychiatrist to assess your student. Submit a Continuing Eligibility Form completed by the psychologist/psychiatrist. This form can be found on our website.
However, there are a few things to note. You must use Option 1, the Public School Eligibility Determination, if: you wish to document a change in your student’s area of disability or if your student’s primary designated disability is Developmental Delay, regardless if a secondary area of disability is listed or not.
 
If your child’s area of disability has changed, contact your local public school and request a re-evaluation. A full IEP is not required for this process; only the Eligibility Determination document. 

The re-evaluation can be a lengthy process in some cases. As a reminder, if your student currently has a 2023 evaluation date, we encourage you to start the process as soon as possible in spring 2026. You must submit your student’s Continuing Eligibility documentation by January 1, 2027. Be sure to monitor your MyPortal account for any updates and communications. If your student is due for updated Continuing Eligibility, you can expect to receive monthly notification reminders via MyPortal.


https://k12.ncseaa.edu/the-education-student-accounts/current-families/how-to-renew/continuing-eligibility/
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Exceptional Children’s Assistance Center 
Website:
https://www.ecac-parentcenter.org/

Email:
ecac@ecacmail.org

Phone:
800−962−6817

North Carolina non- profit 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If you have questions about initiating the special education process, timelines, evaluations, reevaluations, and/or eligibility, please contact the Exceptional Children’s Assistance Center (ECAC). You can visit their website or contact them via phone or email. ECAC provides North Carolina families with tools, resources and information to help them make informed decisions and become their child’s best and most effective advocate. All of ECAC’s services to families are provided at no cost but please note that ECAC is a wholly separate entity from the State Education Assistance Authority.
​
​


https://www.ecac-parentcenter.org/%E2%80%8B
https://www.ecac-parentcenter.org/%E2%80%8B
https://www.ecac-parentcenter.org/%E2%80%8B
mailto:ecac@ecacmail.org
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ESA+ website resources

• Continuing Eligibility Website

Continuing Eligibility

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The ESA+ program's website contains helpful information and resources about Continuing Eligibility, including how to obtain new documentation and how to determine when it's time to get the new documentation. You'll also find a links to the Continuing Eligibility form and a sample North Carolina Public School Eligibility Determination.

https://k12.ncseaa.edu/the-education-student-accounts/current-families/how-to-renew/continuing-eligibility/
https://k12.ncseaa.edu/the-education-student-accounts/current-families/how-to-renew/continuing-eligibility/
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www.k12.ncseaa.edu

ESA@ncseaa.edu

855.330.3955

Contact Us

We want to 

help!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Thank you for listening. If you have questions about the ESA+ Scholarship Program, we are here to help. You can contact us at ESA@ncseaa.edu or 855-330-3955. Thank you again for listening.
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