
SESSION TITLE

North Carolina’s ESA+ Scholarship Program

ESA+ at Direct Payment Schools



Helpful Hints for Zoom

Slides will soon be posted at https://www.ncseaa.edu/esa-family-trainings/ and a recording 
of this session will be posted there as well.  

• Zoom has closed captioning available

Asking Questions

• Use the Q & A to ask your questions (chat is disabled)

• Email ESA@ncseaa.edu to ask questions about an individual student 

Answering Questions

• Presentation team will answer questions from the Q & A at certain points 

• Only questions related to this session’s content will be addressed live

https://www.ncseaa.edu/esa-family-trainings/
mailto:ESA@ncseaa.edu


What is a Direct Payment School?



Direct Payment Schools

NC private schools that accept direct tuition payments from SEAA

Accept ESA+ and Opportunity Scholarship 
program funds

Awarded student must be enrolled and 
attending for SEAA to send funds

School must be active school choice in 
MyPortal for SEAA to send funds



Direct Payment Schools List

Direct 
Payment 
School List

ESA+ website

https://myportal.ncseaa.edu/NC/NonpublicSchools.aspx
https://myportal.ncseaa.edu/NC/NonpublicSchools.aspx
https://myportal.ncseaa.edu/NC/NonpublicSchools.aspx


Direct Payment School: 
ESA+ Sends Funds for Tuition/Fees



Certification (a school responsibility)

Certification

• School confirms that a student is enrolled
• School provides the cost of tuition and fees

*once a year, in August*



Endorsement: Fall & Spring

Verify student is attending and 
approve the funds that will be 
disbursed (paid)

Confirm school choice is correct 
and approve the funds to be sent 
to school

SCHOOL PARENT

Verify student is attending and 
approve the funds that will be 
disbursed (paid)

Confirm school choice is correct 
and approve the funds to be sent 
to school

SPRING

FALL



Endorsement: an electronic MyPortal task

• Is the correct school 
listed?

• Double check the 
scholarship amount!



Typical Timeline

AUGUST : Certification

August / September: Endorsement and Payment to Schools (FALL)

January / February: Endorsement and Payment to Schools (SPRING)



Direct Payment School: 
Funds remaining after tuition and fees are sent



ESA+: Remaining funds to ClassWallet

After tuition and fees are paid
If your school’s reported costs are less than your award amount, the 
remaining ESA+ award funds will move each semester to ClassWallet 
to use for other Allowable Expenses.

TIMING: If your school is efficient with Certification, and your school 
and you are both efficient with Endorsement, fall funds will be in 
ClassWallet by mid-September, and spring funds by early February.



ESA+ Minimum Spend Requirement

ESA+ Parent Agreement: #5

• Parent agrees to use at least $1,000.00 per year 
per student for school tuition and/or other 
allowable expenses in ClassWallet.

• If at least $1,000 is not spent by the end of the 
school year, the student will not be eligible to 
remain in the ESA+ program.



• a separate company that contracts with SEAA

• an online platform that hosts the electronic account on behalf of the ESA+ 
Program

• where ESA+ families use scholarship funds to: 

 →make a payment to a service provider

 →purchase products that are ESA+ Allowable Expenses

 

What is ClassWallet?

Image of the Classwallet logo

http://www.classwallet.com/


Allowable Expenses-other than tuition 
Allowable

https://www.ncseaa.edu/k12/esa/8617-2/ (or select 
“Allowable Expenses” from the left side navigation)

These topics are links to explanations about WHICH 
expenses are allowable, and HOW parents pay for them

ESA+ website

https://www.ncseaa.edu/k12/esa/8617-2/


Using ClassWallet ESA+ website

Need more help with the 
ClassWallet payment process? 

https://www.ncseaa.edu/k12/esa/payment-process/ 

https://www.ncseaa.edu/k12/esa/payment-process/


IMPORTANT ESA+ REMINDERS

Parents should check MyPortal once a 
week:
• Are there items on the To Do list?
• Look at Notifications. Maybe you’ve 

missed an email!

ESA+ students need updated 
documentation of a disability every 3 years 
(3 years from the evaluation date on file).

HOWEVER: Parents, you will renew 
annually so that the ESA+ staff know you 
want your student to continue next year.

ESA+ is not a reimbursement program.
• Very few exceptions (mainly the ESA+ 

Reimbursement Schools) 
• Do not purchase items or pay for services 

with the intent to submit a receipt. 

Public School? If a student will be in the 
public school, full-time, in their assigned 
district, then they are not eligible for ESA+.

➢ ESA+ is not available to students who are 
enrolled in their regular public school 
(including charter schools).



CONTACT US

ncseaa.edu

ESA@ncseaa.edu

855-330-3955
Monday-Thursday: 8am-6pm

Friday: 8am-5pm 

Summer Training for ESA+ Families

https://www.ncseaa.edu/esa-family-trainings/

Register to attend live sessions or view 
recordings at your convenience. 

mailto:esa@ncseaa.edu
https://www.ncseaa.edu/esa-family-trainings/

	ESA+ at Direct Payment Schools
	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18


